Press Release: Trustee Decision Announcement - Rainbow Corner Cabin Planning Application

We are grateful for the constructive feedback received throughout the consultation process - both in
person and online. The Windlesham Field of Remembrance Trustees have now reviewed all
submissions carefully, including repeated concerns and open comments.

Consultation Responses can be found on the Windlesham Field of Remembrance Website

https://www.windleshamfor.com/cabin.html

Consultation Q&A: https://www.windleshamfor.com/consultationganda.html

Consultation Comments: https://www.windleshamfor.com/consultationcomments.html

Decision and Rationale

Following careful consideration, the Trustees have agreed to support Rainbow Corner’s proposal to
submit a planning application for a removable cabin on the Field of Remembrance. This decision has
been made in accordance with the powers and responsibilities set out in the 1950 Trust Deed, and
with the benefit of independent legal advice from a solicitor specialising in charitable trust law.

The Trustees are required to act in the best interests of the Windlesham community and to exercise
their discretion within the legal framework of the Trust. In this case, the proposal aligns with both the
charitable objectives of the Trust and the practical needs of the community.

Why This Proposal Has Been Supported

e Community Need: Surrey County Council has identified a shortfall in early years education
places in the Windlesham area. As a community facility, the Field of Remembrance has a role
to play in helping meet this need.

o Legal Authority: The 1950 Trust Deed grants the Trustees discretion to approve leases and
amenities that benefit the inhabitants of Windlesham.

o Clause 1(e), Third Schedule “The committee of Management may permit such other
activities as to them may seem fit and consistent with the enjoyment of the people
and children of Windlesham.”

o Clause 13(a), Third Schedule “The moneys standing to the credit of the said Account
shall be applied as the Committee shall decide in or towards the erection of Pavilions
and/or buildings for the use of any Groundsmen employed in connection with the
maintenance and upkeep of the Trust premises or for the construction of amenities
for old people and children or of games pitches courts and greens and the erection of
fences and also in paying all rent rates taxes insurances and generally in the repair
upkeep and improvement of the Trust Premises.”

¢ Financial Sustainability: The proposal will generate additional committed income at market
rates for at least the term of the lease (5 years). This income is vital to maintaining and
improving the Field, Hub, and surrounding woodland - especially as external grants decline
and maintenance costs rise.
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Financial Context

Since the opening of the Hub in 2020, the Trustees have worked to align income with the full cost of
maintaining the Field of Remembrance. While tenancy and hire income covers Hub operations, the
costs of maintaining the open spaces, playground, and woodland - up 167% between 2022 and 2024
- must be met through donations, grants, and committed income.

A management plan, introduced in 2024 and updated annually, outlines the need not only to maintain
but to improve the site. Over 3,000 volunteer hours are contributed each year, but sustainable
improvements require reliable funding.

The additional income from Rainbow Corner will support:
o Biodiversity improvements across the site
o Enhanced pitch quality as Football Foundation grants wind down
¢ Woodland restoration at Admiral’s Field
e Upgrades to the Playground and Outdoor Gym
Governance and Precedent

The Trustees are bound by the 1950 Trust Deed, which provides the legal and ethical foundation for
all decisions. Each proposal is assessed individually, and this decision does not create a binding
precedent. The Trustees retain full discretion to approve or decline future applications based on
community benefit and alignment with the Trust’s objectives.

The Trust Deed is available to view on our website under Policies and Trust Deed. The Trustees
remain committed to transparency and welcome continued dialogue with residents and stakeholders.

Next Steps

Rainbow Corner will now proceed with a Planning Application. As the planning application progresses,
members of the public are strongly encouraged to engage with the formal consultation process
administered by Surrey Heath Borough Council planning authority — whether to object or support the
application.

We thank all those who contributed to the consultation and continue to support the Field of
Remembrance as a cherished community space.

"We are thrilled with how our recent consultation evening went and delighted by the number of
community members who attended. The high level of engagement and constructive feedback was
incredibly valuable, and we are grateful to everyone who took the time to join us. We now look
forward to moving into the next phase of the planning application with a strong sense of collaboration
and community support.”

Lucy Whitehead, Owner/Director, Rainbow Corner

“The FoR committee’s recent decision to allow Rainbow Corner to proceed with a Planning
Application was informed by our recent consultation and the legal advice we received regarding
compliance with the Trust Deed. If the application is successful, we will be able to take this
opportunity for our community to benefit from the income generated from using a small, unused area
adjacent to the Hub to help us to maintain and improve the whole of the Field of Remembrance. In
addition, we can help meet the clear requirement for additional childcare resources in our area.”

Mike Sheard, Chair, Windlesham Field of Remembrance

From the Committee of Windlesham Field of Remembrance and Owner of Rainbow Corner Nursery
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For media inquiries, please contact:

Communications@windleshamfor.com or windlesham@rainbowcorner.co.uk

Links:

Windlesham Field of Remembrance www.windleshamfor.com

Rainbow Corner rainbowcorner.co.uk
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